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DATE: June 25, 2020

TO: Justin Hess, City Manager

FROM: Patrick Prescott, Community Development Director@>
VIA: Simone McFarland, Asst. Community Development Director
Mary Hamzoian, Economic Development Manager
BY: Marissa Minor, Economic Development Analyst II

SUBJECT: Downtown Burbank Partnership (PBID) Meeting — June 11, 2020

e Staff made several announcements to the Board:

@)

o

CDD offices will reopen to the public via appointment beginning June 15th.
Most services will continue to be made available online and via e-mail.
Fabrication of the first Visit Burbank selfie-spot Batman statue has begun.
Installation is expected in September 2020.

In an effort to help facilitate LA County’s current physical distancing
recommendations, the PBID has been working with the City to discuss
potential changes to outdoor dining in Downtown Burbank. The first
prospective change would use street parking along San Fernando Blvd. to
create communal outdoor dining parklets providing additional seating for
businesses in Downtown. The second potential program, would allow
businesses to apply for expanded outdoor dining area, beyond what is
currently permitted, onto sidewalks. Staff has received feedback from
property owners in favor of this program and will provide an update at an
upcoming meeting.

o Staff from Downtown Burbank’s marketing agency, Anyone Collective reviewed the
soon-to-be-launched Downtown Burbank website hosted at: www.dtnbur.com

o Staff provided an update on the City’s Economic Recovery Plan, which was approved
by City Council on May 19th. The Plan is intended to implement both short and long-
term strategies to lessen the impacts of COVID-19 on our community including
prevention of homelessness, encouragement of development and business recovery,
and creation of financial stability for residents.

o Downtown Burbank events will be postponed or rescheduled based on orders or
regulations from the LA County.



Arts Fest: Postponed to December 5 -6, 2020

Car Classic: Postponed to October 2020, confirmed date to be announced
Winter Wine Walk: No planned change, scheduled for November 14, 2020
The Rink in Downtown Burbank: No planned change, scheduled for
December 10, 2020 through January 3, 2021

o O O O°

Staff presented a holiday décor proposal from the Christmas Light Guy Co. to the
Board for review. The company was selected via interviews by the PBID’s Holiday
Décor Subcommittee. Some holiday décor items proposed will need to go through
Public Works for final approval, and for this reason, may be modified. The Board
decided to pursue a 2-year contract with option to extend for a third year and directed
staff to work on a draft agreement for final approval in July.
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DATE: June 22, 2020
TO: Justin Hess, City Manager
FROM: Patrick Prescott, Community Development Director /\ﬁ

VIA: Fred Ramirez, Assistant Community Developme'nt Director-Planning

SUBJECT: City Manager Tracking List ltem #2049 — The Process to Receive Input
From Boards, Commissions, and Committees as it Relates to the Design
Process

PURPOSE

The purpose of this memo is to address City Council’s inquiry regarding ways to
incorporate input from boards, commissions, and committee members into the
design/development review (DR) process. Staff recommends that the input of
boards and commissions be channeled into the upcoming planning efforts related
to the development of the Golden State Specific Plan, Burbank Center Plan
Update, Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan Update, Complete Streets Plan, and the
2021 Housing Element Update.

DISCUSSION

With the exception of the Planning Board there is no formal means for City Boards,
Commissions and Committees to provide input during the DR process. Even with
the Planning Board it is not so much “input” that is provided as it is an evaluation
of whether or not code required findings can be made to approve a project.

It is customary for Planning staff to engage boards, commissions and committees
on long range planning projects such as updates to General Plan or a specific
plan. More recently, it is common for Planning staff to conduct one on one
stakeholder interviews with some members of certain boards and commissions
which was done for the Complete Streets Master Plan.



Early Community Participation in Policy Formulation is Key

For this reason, active community participation including the input of boards,
commissions and committee members in long range planning documents can
improve future development’s overall design through the use of local knowledge
which can increase future project acceptability, produce a more equitable
distribution of community benefits, and help ensure environmentally sustainable
development.

Staff acknowledges the benefits of community participation including those of the
City’s boards, commissions, and committee members and recommends
channeling their valuable insight as stakeholder input in upcoming planning
efforts. This stakeholder input will help formulate objective design and
development standards for new development, such as housing and mixed use
projects within the Golden State Specific Plan and Burbank Center Plan, as well
as the other aforementioned efforts to update the City’s Climate Action Plan and
Housing and Safety elements. These long-range planning efforts will continue to
raise the bar for new development in Burbank.

ANALYSIS

Purpose of the City’s Design/Development Review

Burbank, like many jurisdictions, relies on the discretionary review processes
when considering most development projects. Per the Burbank Municipal Code,
DR is intended to: preserve stability of existing residential neighborhoods; provide
suitable living environments; promote quality of design in commercial and
industrial development as well as multi-family residential development; promote
orderly, attractive and harmonious development; facilitate a balance of housing
types and values; prevent deterioration of local air quality; and to ensure that
traffic demands do not exceed the capacity of streets. DR is also intended to
coordinate growth and to control the building of structures so that compatibility is
maintained between new development and existing residential neighborhoods.
Furthermore, DR is intended to expedite and streamline the building permit
process. By gathering information at the earliest possible stage and exchanging
that information between the property owner/developer and the City staff, the
performance standards of the City’s zoning code and specific plans can be
maintained and implemented at the earliest stages of the development process.

The current DR process focuses on a series of conversations between staff
members in the Planning division, between staff members in different
departments, between City staff and the development team, and eventually
culminates in a public information/community meeting at which time the
development team presents the latest version of the project to the community for
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public input. As a result of this input, City staff continues its discussions with the
development team to address community concerns to the extent feasible while
also ensuring that the final design is in compliance with applicable City zoning
and building codes. This process concludes with the administrative approval by
the Community Development Director, or in the case of projects that require
further discretionary approval, review by the Planning Board and/or the City
Council as is the case for a planned development project.

Communication of Community Expectations

The communication of community expectations up front to developers is key in
ensuring that a project facilitates responsible development that helps builds
neighborhoods by implementing project design features at the earliest stages of
the development review process. The most effective way to communicate
community expectations and therefore facilitate greater transparency in the
development review process is to incorporate objective design and development
standards that reflect the community character and vision through the City’s
General Plan and Zoning Code and by extension the City’s specific plans, which
include the proposed Golden State Specific Plan and Burbank Center Plan
Update, which must be followed by new development that is seeking City
approval.

It is in this area that input from boards, commissions and committee members
should be focused as part of stakeholder input in developing objective design and
development standards. The collective effort of community stakeholders, boards
and commissions, and staff to establish these objective criteria will be key as the
City seeks to continue protecting community character and single family
neighborhoods while still facilitating new projects that produce new housing units
and quality commercial development. It is staff's assessment that this approach
will help improve communication of community expectations to the developers and
not result in projects that are delayed or attempted to be redesigned at the last
minute, which could result in a project that never gets built and “dies by a thousand
cuts”.

CONCLUSION

Community participation including the input of boards, commissions and
committee members can help facilitate the development of objective design and
development standards that can improve project design and help build not just
buildings, but neighborhoods. Potential state legislation which provides for
shortened City review periods and the use of objective development standards to
review larger development projects make it imperative that public input be sought
in the development of specific plans and zoning code amendments. This early
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stakeholder input, before projects are even submitted, will ensure that the
developer and City staff reviewing the project are on the same page as to what is
expected by the community regarding future development proposals. Included as
part of this effort will be ongoing communication and feedback from the various
boards, commissions and committees. This ongoing dialogue will ensure that long
range planning policies are not only being met, but when necessary, updated to
address changes in law and/or community needs. Therefore, staff recommends
that community participation that includes the ongoing input of boards,
commissions and committee members be channeled into the upcoming planning
efforts related to the Golden State Specific Plan, Burbank Center Plan Update,
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan Update/Climate Action Plan, Complete Streets
Plan, and the 2021 Housing Element and Safety Element Update.
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DATE: June 22, 2020

TO: Justin Hess, City Manager

FROM: Patrick Prescott, Community Development Director 6@7

SUBJECT: City Council Resolution Amendments to Citywide Complete Our Streets
Plan from City Council Public Hearing on June 16, 2020

At the City Council Meeting on June 16, 2020, Council requested amendments to the
Resolution to adopt the Citywide Complete Our Streets Plan (Plan). Council voted to
make the following amendments:

1. Add language summarizing the history of the Rancho District in Chapter 2 Existing
Conditions Analysis in the Plan;

2. Add language to have the option to incorporate Green Streets elements to new
public parking lots;

3. Add language to page 172 for the Mariposa St. Bridle Path Project about the
importance of adding the missing connection in the Rancho community to Griffith
Park and neighboring disadvantaged areas in the City; and

4. Add language to expand the possibility of future public outdoor space.

The amendments have been incorporated into the Resolution and in the Citywide
Complete Our Streets Plan document. Please refer to Attachments A and B for the
amendments to the Plan.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1: Amended Resolution for the Citywide Complete Streets Plan
Attachment 2: Amended Pages of Citywide Complete Streets Plan




ATTACHMENT 1

RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BURBANK ADOPTING THE BURBANK CITYWIDE COMPLETE
STREETS PLAN AND DECLARING CATEGORICAL
EXEMPTION UNDER CEQA.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURBANK FINDS:

A. On April 28, 2017, the California Legislature passed and Governor Edmond
G. Brown Jr. signed into law Senate Bill (SB) 1 — The Road Repair and Accountability Act
of 2017, a transportation funding bill that will provide a reliable source of funds to maintain
and integrate the State’s multi-modal transportation system;

B. The SB 1 grant funds are intended to support and implement the Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) Sustainable Communities Strategies (SCS) and to ultimately
achieve the State’s greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction target of 40 and 80 percent below
1990 levels by 2030 and 2050, respectively;,

C. On February 13, 2018, the City of Burbank accepted the Caltrans
Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant — Road Maintenance & Rehabilitation Account
(RMRA) — to create a Citywide Complete Streets Plan in the amount of $519,228.00. A
local match of $67,272.00 in City funds was provided for a total project amount of
$586,228.00.

D. The City of Burbank Complete Streets Plan (‘Citywide Complete Streets
Plan”), attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A, fulfills the following Burbank2035 General
Plan Mobility Element Goal 3, Complete Streets, which states that Burbank’s complete
streets will meet all mobility needs and improve community health. Goal 3 also has the
following policies:

1. Policy 3.1: Use multi-modal transportation standards to assess the
performance of the City street system.

2. Policy 3.2: Complete City streets by providing facilities for all
transportation modes.

3. Policy 3.3: Provide attractive, safe street designs that improve transit,

bicycle, pedestrian, and equestrian connections between homes and
other destinations.
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4. Policy 3.4: All street improvements should be implemented within the
existing right-of-way. Consider street widening and right-of-way
acquisition as methods of last resort.

5. Policy 3.5: Design street improvements so they preserve opportunities
to maintain or expand bicycle, pedestrian, and transit systems.

E. The Citywide Complete Streets Plan is statutorily exempt under California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Title 14, Article 18, Section 15262 as a planning study
as it does not commit the City to implement any of the identified improvements that will
be included in or approved by the Plan.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURBANK RESOLVES:

1. The Citywide Complete Streets Plan has been processed in accordance
with the applicable provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

2. The Citywide Complete Streets Plan is hereby adopted to guide future

improvements to enhance safety for all modes, users, ages, abilities, and disabilities of
the transportation system.

PASSED and ADOPTED this day of , 2020.

Sharon Springer
Mayor of the City of Burbank

Attest:

Zizette Mullins, MMC, City Clerk

Approved as to Form
Office of the City Attorney

By:

lain MacMillan
Assistant City Attorney




STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss.
CITY OF BURBANK )
|, Zizette Mullins, MMC, City Clerk of the City of Burbank, do hereby certify that the
foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted by the Council of the

City of Burbank at its regular meeting held on the day of , 2020,

by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

Zizette Mullins, MMC, City Clerk
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