The City prides itself on its urban forest and is committed to responsibly managing all 33,000 of our city trees. Maintaining a healthy and thriving tree forest that can sustain changes in climate, while continuing to provide aesthetic and functional value to the community are City priorities. 

To proactively maintain the City’s tree canopy for future generations, the Parks and Recreation Department’s long-term plan includes a citywide Reforestation Strategy. The Reforestation Strategy includes strategically planting, removing, and replanting trees. While the decision to remove trees in our community is difficult, prior to any tree removal, the Department diligently identifies alternative treatments and solutions as well as balances the tree’s remaining useful life expectancy with the potential benefit for replanting. Unfortunately, sometimes adequate alternative solutions are not available, and trees will need to be removed. 

However, the Department understands the importance of replanting a beautiful, healthy and resilient urban forest that prioritizes community wellbeing. The Reforestation Strategy will improve the overall ecological health of the area, enhance the City’s aesthetic appeal, and provide numerous benefits such as: reducing air pollution; saving energy and reducing energy costs; reducing stormwater runoff; reducing daytime temperatures; minimizing noise pollution; and providing habitat for wildlife and native species.  Notably, the Department will replant more trees than it removes.

As the initial phase in the Reforestation Strategy, the City will be removing and replanting 121 Aleppo Pine trees citywide. This effort is expected to commence in fall 2023.  

