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Mike Van Gorder
Burbank City Council 2026

Hi Burbank! You might know me as “the guy that fights ICE on Instagram,” or as the organizer of the
protest that got Jimmy Kimmel back on the air. Professionally, [’ve built my career fighting for economic
justice, earning a Master’s Degree in Housing and Community Economic Development from UCLA
(during COVID, no less) to become a housing policy expert recognized statewide. Fighting for American
values takes many forms, and this moment demands both a polished professional and a tenacious public
advocate.

My wife and I have two girls in Burbank public schools. We love raising our family here, but like too
many Burbankers, we spend over half our income on our home. Average Burbank home prices are above
a million dollars, and our average two-bedroom rent is $2,949, an increase of 13% from two years ago.
Working families are getting crushed.

I’m what City Council has been missing—the last piece of the progressive puzzle that will lock in the
majority to deliver improvements to Burbankers’ lives. We need serious protections for renters, better
wages and benefits to our community, and long-term planning foresight to give our kids the chance to
thrive right here in Burbank.

And abolish ICE!



