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DATE: March 18, 2024

TO: Justin Hess, City Manager

FROM: Joe Lillio, Interim General Manager, Burbank Water and PowerM (770"%'

BY: Richard Wilson, Assistant General Manager - Water M

SUBJECT: 2024 First Quarter PFAS Monitoring Results for Burbank's Untreated
Ground Water Sources

RECOMMENDATION
Note and file. No further action by the City of Burbank is required.

BACKGROUND

Perfluorohexane Sulfonic Acid (PFHxS) and Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) are members
of the per- and polyfluoroalkyls (PFAS) group of chemicals. They are widely used, long
lasting chemicals that break down very slowly over time and have been called “forever
chemicals”. These chemicals are used in numerous commercial products to offer water
and stain-repellent properties and in fire-fighting foams. It does not occur naturally. This
compound persists in the environment and in biological organisms. Scientific studies have
shown that exposure to some PFAS in the environment may be linked to harmful health
effects in humans and animals.

The latest ground water well samples for PFAS taken during the first quarter of 2024 show
that one well (VO-4) exceeded the response level' for PFHxS and the notification level?
for PFOA for the first time. We are required to notify our governing body within 30 days
of receiving sample test results of any new exceedances occurring in wells that have
previously tested below the reporting limits.

Source | Chemical | Result Units RL/NL Date Sampled
VO-4 PFHxS 21 ng/L RL=20ng/L |March5, 2024
VO-4 PFOA 5.2 ng/L NL=5.1ng/L |March 5, 2024

Although the reporting requirement is new, these chemicals have been in the
ground water for decades and our treatment process has always removed them
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from the water and have never been detected in the highly treated water entering
the drinking water system.

DISCUSSION
PEAS

Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 116455 that governs notifications upon
detection of contaminants found in drinking water, or the untreated water supply that
exceeds the maximum contaminant level, we are required to inform our governing body
of concentrations that exceed the notification level for PFAS. Notification levels are
health-based advisory levels established by the State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Drinking Water (SWRCB-DDW) for chemicals in potable water that lack legally
enforceable limits.

This update serves as the required notification to BWP's governing body that notification
and/or response levels in untreated ground water have been exceeded. No further
action is required.

PFHxS

On October 31, 2022, we were required by DDW to begin reporting exceedances of the
notification and response levels for PFHxS. DDW approved an amendment to our
operating permit to add a new treatment process to reduce the concentrations of PFHxS
to below the response level.

PFOA

In June 2023, we notified the City Council of Well 5 Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA)
Notification Level (NL) exceedance. During the most recent monitoring event, March
2024, one new untreated ground water source (Well 4) has exceeded the notification level
(NL) for PFOA. The notification level for PFOA is 5.1 parts per trillion (ng/L). The sample
result was 5.2 ng/L.

Note that these samples are for raw, untreated water and PFHxS and PFOA are
removed by our treatment plant and have never been detected in Burbank’s

drinking water.

1A response level (RL) is set higher than a natification level and represents a recommended chemical concentration level at which
water systems must decide to either: (1) take the water source out of service; or (2) treat the water; or (3) notify the public.

“Notification levels (NLs) are nonregulatory, health-based advisory levels established for contaminants in drinking water for which
maximum contaminant levels have not been established.
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