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I, Anthony DeFrenza, declare as follows:  

1. I am the Deputy Executive Officer, Project Management, of the Los Angeles County 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), and I am the Project Manager for Metro’s North 

Hollywood to Pasadena Bus Rapid Transit Corridor Project (Project). I have been with Metro since 

January 2023, and I have served as the Project Manager for the Project since the design phase. My 

responsibilities include day-to-day management of the Project’s construction schedule, coordination 

with Myers-Shimmick Joint Venture (MSJV), the Project’s construction manager/general contractor, 

and construction coordination with the cities along the Project corridor, including the City of Burbank 

(City). I submit this declaration in support of Metro’s Motion for Preliminary Injunction and in 

response to the City’s opposition and its evidentiary objections to the Declaration of Michael 

McKenna. The matters stated here are within my personal knowledge, and if called as a witness I could 

and would testify competently to them. 

2. I was present on March 26, 2024 at the Burbank City Council meeting. During that 

meeting, David Kriske, the City’s Assistant Community Development Director, displayed a slide 

labeled “Project Description & Alignment,” depicting Exhibit 3 of the Agreement. That slide appears at 

“BUR-0209 in the City’s Compendium of Exhibits (“City Comp”), within Exhibit 4. Mr. Kriske 

described the orange designation on the slide as a “side-running” dedicated bus lane. Mr. Kriske also 

displayed a slide appearing at BUR-0211. On that slide, Mr. Kriske made clear that the question before 

the Council was whether the orange-marked segment on Olive Avenue would be changed to “mixed-

flow with cars until ridership goal met” or would remain as Metro had approved it, a side-running 

dedicated bus lane that would result in the loss of a regular travel lane.  

3. In the staff report for the March 26, 2024 City Council meeting, City staff raised the 

question of whether the Agreement should include a more detailed Project Description, including 

language specifying mixed-flow lanes on Olive Avenue between Buena Vista Street and Lake Streety. 

(City Comp. Ex. 4, BUR-0093–BUR0095.) City Staff proposed specific redline additions to Exhibit 1 

of the Agreement, the Project Description, that would have described the Project on Olive Avenue 

between Bunea Vista Street and First Street as operating in mixed flow. Those proposed redlines appear 
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at pages 1-32 to 1-33 of the staff report. (City Comp. Ex. 4, BUR-0127–BUR-0128.) The City Council 

voted to approve the Agreement but to exclude the redline edits to the Project Description. (Id., Ex. 5, 

BUR-0229 at Motion 1.) The Council did not direct any change to Exhibit 3 of the Agreement, the 

Project Site, which appears in color in the City’s March 26, 2024 staff report. (See ibid.; id. at Ex. 4, 

BUR-0131 [City 3-26-24 Staff Report, p. 1-36 [draft Agreement, Exh. 3, Project Site].)  

4. Following the City Council’s approval of the Agreement, counsel for the City and Metro 

finalized the details. On September 9, 2024, Shmel Graham of Ashurst, counsel supporting Metro in the 

negotiation of the Agreement, emailed Lisa Kurihara, Senior Assistant City Attorney, copying me 

among others, transmitting an updated draft of the Agreement, a redline against the prior draft, and 

responses to the City’s comments. A true and correct copy of that email is included in the email chain 

attached hereto as Exhibit A. On October 1, 2024, Ms. Graham emailed Ms. Kurihara, transmitting the 

execution version of the Agreement, in color, with a redline against the September 9, 2024 draft. Ms. 

Graham’s October 1, 2024 email and its attachments are also included in Exhibit A. The Exhibit 3 

Project Site graphic in that October 1, 2024 execution version is the same graphic that appears in the 

executed Agreement. 

5. On October 2, 2024, Ms. Kurihara responded that “[t]he City team is good with the final 

clarifications to Exhibit 6,” and asked how many copies Metro needed so the City could begin 

“printing/circulating for signatures.” A true and correct copy of Ms. Kurihara’s October 2, 2024 email 

is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

6. On January 31, 2025, Mr. Kriske emailed Ferdinand Chan and others, copying me, in 

response to a request for documentation of the Agreement’s execution date. Mr. Kriske wrote that the 

City Council approved the Agreement on March 26, 2024, and that the parties routed the Agreement for 

City Manager signature after Metro and City legal staff “finalized the agreement terms on October 2, as 

documented in the attached email.” The email Mr. Kriske attached was Ms. Kurihara’s October 2, 2024 

email. A true and correct copy of Mr. Kriske’s January 31, 2025 email with its attachment is attached 

hereto as Exhibit C. 
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7. I participated in the negotiation of the Agreement and have reviewed the written 

correspondence the parties exchanged during that negotiation, from April 2024 through October 2024.  

At no time during the negotiation from April 2024 to the time the City executed the Agreement, did the 

City request any changes to the side-running dedicated bus lanes shown on Exhibit 3 of the Agreement; 

nor did the City request that additional detail be added to Exhibit 1. The parties finalized the terms of 

the Agreement on October 2, 2024. The executed Agreement does not include the mixed-flow lane 

changes to Exhibit 1 that the City’s staff had proposed prior to the City Council’s March 26, 2024 

approval of the Agreement. 

8. In my role as Project Manager, I have day-to-day responsibility for the plan-review and 

submittal process with the City, including receipt of and response to the City’s comments on Metro’s 

plan submittals. I personally received and reviewed the City’s comments on the 100% Design submittal 

and on the Approved-for-Construction submittal, and I directed and oversaw Metro’s responses to those 

comments. In the ordinary course of managing that process, Metro compiled the City’s comments and 

Metro’s corresponding responses into a comment matrix, which Metro maintains for tracking and 

response as the submittal review proceeds. Metro created and updated the matrix at or near the time it 

received and addressed the City’s comments. The matrix attached to the Declaration of Michael 

McKenna as Exhibit T is a true and correct copy of Metro’s compilation of the City’s comments on the 

100% Design submittal and Metro’s responses. 

9. Since September 2024, I have provided regular briefings on the Project, approximately 

twice per month, to Michael McKenna, Metro’s Deputy Chief Program Management Officer to whom I 

report. Since April 2025, Mr. McKenna and I have attended Senior Project Group meetings concerning 

the Project, held approximately every six weeks, together with senior executives of MSJV. Those 

meetings address construction planning, the Project schedule, procurement, and project issues, 

including the Burbank segment. 

10. Metro and the City have held monthly Project Development Team (PDT) meetings 

concerning the Project since July 9, 2024. I have attended these meetings. At the initial PDT meeting 

on July 9, 2024, Metro provided the City a Burbank-specific final design development schedule 
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showing the anticipated dates for the 30-, 60-, 85-, and 100-percent design submittals, and Metro 

updated those submittal dates as necessary at subsequent PDT meetings. On July 28, 2025, Metro 

provided the City a preliminary draft of a detailed Burbank construction schedule. That schedule 

showed construction in Burbank beginning on July 27, 2026, with physical construction activities 

completing on November 18, 2027. A true and correct copy of the July 28, 2025 transmittal email and 

the attached construction schedule is attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

11. On April 30, 2026, Metro provided the City an updated draft of the detailed Burbank 

construction schedule, discussed below. Each of these schedule updates was transmitted by email from 

the Metro project team to Jack McGregor of the Dorado Company, a construction consultant to the City 

of Burbank designated by the City as its point of contact for Project-related matters.  

12. On April 27, 2026, Jack McGregor emailed Kenyon Price, Metro’s Senior Director of 

Construction Management, requesting Metro’s “latest project construction schedule” and stating that 

“[w]e’ve had some requests for it internally from city staff and Warner Bros.” Mr. McGregor’s email 

copied Mr. Kriske. On April 30, 2026, Mr. Price responded and transmitted the then-current 

construction schedule for the Burbank segment. Mr. Price’s response copied Mr. Kriske and me. A true 

and correct copy of that email chain and the transmitted schedule is in the record as Exhibit 16 to the 

City’s Compendium of Exhibits, at BUR-0442–BUR-0466. The schedule attached to the Agreement as 

Exhibit 2, Part B addressed construction across the entire 19-mile corridor at a higher level. The 

detailed construction schedules Metro provided the City in July 2025 and April 2026 address the 

Burbank segment specifically 

13. As the Project Manager, I work with the current schedule and MSJV’s schedule updates 

in the ordinary course of managing the Burbank work. The construction start date for the Burbank 

segment has not changed across the July 2025 and April 2026 schedule updates. Both the July 2025 

schedule and the April 30, 2026 schedule provide for construction in Burbank to begin on July 27, 

2026. The principal difference between the two schedules is that the April 2026 schedule shows 

construction activities within Burbank completing approximately two weeks earlier, on November 5, 

2027, rather than November 18, 2027.  
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14.  The current construction schedule for the Burbank segment is the schedule prepared by 

MSJV titled “LA Metro NoHo to Pasadena BRT – 85% Draft Burbank Schedule R1,” dated April 23, 

2026—the schedule transmitted to the City on April 30, 2026 and filed by the City as Exhibit 16 to its 

Compendium (BUR-0445–0466). Under that schedule: construction in Burbank begins July 27, 2026; 

construction proceeds through seven sequential segments within the City, with the final segment (Olive 

& Lake) completing by October 22, 2027 and overlay and striping activities completing by November 

5, 2027; Substantial Completion of the Burbank segment occurs by November 15, 2027, following a 

scheduled weather allowance; final completion, following a punchlist period, occurs by January 24, 

2028; and revenue service begins in February 2028, before the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

(BUR-0445.)  

15. MSJV has served as the Project’s construction manager/general contractor under its 

Phase 1 preconstruction services contract since December 2024. Under that delivery method, MSJV 

performs preconstruction services—including construction scheduling, constructability review, and 

price estimating—and Metro and MSJV then negotiate and execute the Phase 2 construction contract 

for each segment. The Burbank schedule described above, including the July 27, 2026 construction 

start, was prepared by MSJV in that preconstruction role. Following the Metro Board’s May 28, 2026 

approval of the Project’s Life-of-Project budget, Metro and MSJV have executed the construction 

contract for the Burbank segment work package. As of the date of this declaration, MSJV has not 

issued a revised Burbank construction schedule, and the milestone dates stated above remain the 

current milestone dates for the Burbank segment. MSJV is ready to begin, subject to the City approving 

the Approved-for-Construction plans and issuing an excavation permit. 

16. The schedule reflects that these dates have no slack to absorb delay. (City Comp. Ex. 16, 

BUR-0445.) The April 30, 2026 schedule was prepared before the Metro Board’s May 28, 2026 

approval of the Project’s Life-of-Project budget and before negotiation of the construction contract for 

the Burbank segment work package. Since then, Metro and MSJV have developed construction staging 

and phasing strategies to recover the schedule and maintain the Burbank completion dates stated above. 

Crews work more areas concurrently, and defined closeout activities in some segments and locations 
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overlap with continuing construction in others. The current schedule is aggressive but achievable if 

construction begins as scheduled. A delay in the July 27, 2026 construction start would consume the 

recovery that concurrent staging provides. Beyond that, delay would extend the Burbank completion 

dates day for day or worse. 

17. The construction sequence for the Burbank segment begins with traffic-control setup, 

followed by demolition and utility work. Construction begins on July 27, 2026 with Stage 1 traffic-

control setup at the Olive Avenue/Hollywood Way intersection. (City Comp. Ex. 16, BUR-0447.) The 

first demolition activities follow on July 28, 2026, and include demolition of hardscape, curb and 

gutter, cutting and capping of irrigation lines, sawcutting, and adjustment of utility vaults. (Ibid.) Lane 

striping and demarcation occur at a later stage of construction: the schedule’s “Overlay & Striping” 

activities run from March 2027 through November 2027 (id. at BUR-0456), and the segment-by-

segment “install signage and striping / open to traffic” activities run from November 2026 through 

October 2027 (id., at BUR-0449–BUR-0453). 

18. Construction of the Project is underway elsewhere in the corridor. Construction began 

within the City of Pasadena on April 20, 2026, in time to meet the revenue-service date. Metro intends 

to begin revenue service in February 2028, before the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games. As of the 

date of this declaration, the City has not approved Metro’s Approved-for-Construction plans or issued 

an Excavation Permit for the Burbank segment of the Project. The Project is a single 19-mile corridor. 

It cannot provide the through service it was approved to provide until all segments, including the 

Burbank segment, are complete.  

19. The planned markings, signage and planned use of the dedicated lanes for the Burbank 

segment will allow cars and other vehicles to enter the dedicated bus lane to make right turns, including 

to enter businesses and driveways along the route. Bicycles are allowed to use the dedicated lanes on 

Olive, providing increased separation between cyclists and vehicles. Additionally other buses, 

including those operated by BurbankBus a City of Burbank bus system, will be allowed to use the 

dedicated lanes. Currently BurbankBus operates its “Pink Route” bus line along Hollywood Way, Olive 

Avenue, turning on West Alameda, again on Buena Vista, then on Olive Avenue to Lake Street which 



mirrors the Metro Project route on these same streets, and we expect the Pink Route bus will increase 

its speed significantly due to the planned dedicated lanes. The allowance for cars using a dedicated lane 

does not apply to the portion of the lanes on Glenoaks Boulevard which are median running and remain 

separated from cars completely. Dedicated bus lanes may also be used by emergency vehicles and 

create space for non-emergency vehicles to pull into to let an emergency vehicle pass. It would be 

incorrect to state that the dedicated lanes on Hollywood Way, Olive Avenue, Buena Vista, and 

Alameda are exclusively for Metro buses. The City is well aware of this benefit and use, see BUR-200 

at 14 where we responded to Burbank stating ‘the BurbankBus Pink Route will obtain travel time and 

reliability benefits from the dedicated bus lanes implemented for the Proposed Project.”’ 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 

true and correct, and was executed this 9th day of July 2026, in Los Angeles, California. 

  

  

I Anthony DeFrenza ras , 
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