2026 Police Officer of the Year — Seargent Aaron Denning

Sergeant Denning exemplifies exceptional leadership, investigative ability, tactical
expertise, and dedication to both his fellow employees and the community.

After returning from a one-year deployment with the United States Marine Corps, Sergeant
Denning took on the demanding assignment of Crimes vs. Property Sergeant. He quickly
implemented systems to manage the unit’s substantial caseload, helping his investigators
make more than 100 arrests and recover thousands of dollars in stolen property.

He has also demonstrated remarkable leadership during critical incidents, including the
response to the K-9 Spike tragedy and an April 2026 homicide investigation, where he
seamlessly transitioned between investigative and SWAT leadership roles.

Whether leading detectives, SWAT personnel, or supporting his fellow employees through
Peer Support, Sergeant Denning consistently leads by example with professionalism,
courage, and humility.

For his outstanding service and commitment to the Burbank Police Department, Sergeant
Aaron Denning is our 2026 Police Officer of the Year.



