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Nothing—not even previous
consensual sex—entitles anyone to
force others to perform sexual acts.

Without consent, forcing sexual
contact is a crime. Date rape is a
betrayal of trust and causes long-
lasting emotional injuries. Date rape or
acquaintance rape is about power,

control, and anger—not romance.

WHY DOES IT HAPPEN?
Let’s look at sexual stereotyping and how males
and females talk to each other.

» Although things are changing, society still
frequently encourages men to be competitive
and aggressive and teaches women to be
passive and avoid confrontation.

» Men say they misunderstand a woman’s
words and actions—the excuse, “She said no,
but meant yes.”

= Some people—men and women alike—still
believe that it’s okay for a man to demand sex
if he takes a woman out or buys her gifts, and
that it’s not rape if he forces sex on a woman
who previously had sex with him or other men.

=« Women also feel that if they’ve previously had
sex with a boyfriend who later forces them to
have sex against their will, it may not be
considered rape.

PREVENTING DATE RAPE
As a woman, you can

» be clear with men in your life about what, if
any, sexual behavior you are comfortable with
and keep talking as you get deeper into a rela-
tionship.

= not use alcohol or other drugs—they decrease
your ability to take care of yourself and make
sensible decisions.

= trust your gut feelings. If a place or the way
your date acts makes you nervous or uneasy,
leave. Always take enough money for a phone
call for help.

= check out a first date or blind date with
friends. Meet in and go to public places. Take
public transportation or drive your own car.

leave social events with friends not with
someone you just met or don’t know well.

always watch your drink and never leave it
unattended. Don’t accept beverages from
someone you don’t know and trust.

DATE RAPE CAN HAPPEN IN HOMOSEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS
AS WELL AS HETEROSEXUAL ONES. ALTHOUGH IT IS LESS
FREQUENT, MEN CAN ALSO BE THE VICTIM OF RAPE. IT IS
STILL A CRIME AND THE VICTIM STILL NEEDS TO GET MEDICAL
ATTENTION AND COUNSELING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

As a man, you can

= realize that forcing a woman to have sex
against her will is rape, a violent crime with
serious consequences.

» accept a woman'’s decision when she says
“no.” Don’t see it as a challenge.

» ask yourself how sexual stereotypes affect
your attitudes and actions toward women.

= Not use alcohol and other drugs—it clouds
your judgment and understanding of what
another person wants.

= get help if you see men involved in a gang rape.

» understand that if a woman is drunk and you
have sex with her against her will, it’s still rape.

= seek counseling or a support group to help
you if you feel violent or aggressive toward
women.



