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W h a t  i s  a  M I L L S  A C T  c o n t r a c t ?

The Mills Act provides local governments the authority to grant property tax relief 
to owners of qualified historic properties.  Homes, businesses, and public
buildings are eligible to apply for the Mills Act. 

How does it work ?
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10-Year Commitment 

Work Plan

Reporting
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NOTE:

Designated Historical Property
Your property must be a designated Historical Resource to qualify 
for the Mills Act.

Tax Benefits

By signing a Mills Act contract you are making a 10-year
commitment to rehabilitate, restore, and maintain your historic 
property.

To participate in the Mills Act you must develop a 10-year work plan 
describing how you plan to utilize your tax savings to maintain, 
rehabilitate, or restore your historic property.

It is the responsibility of the owner to notify the City of any work
being conducted on their property.

The Planning & Transportation Division will preform
routine inspections of the property to insure rehabilitation is being
conducted and the work preformed is up to Code.

Once the application is approved,  a copy of the contract is delivered 
to the LA County Assessors Office. You will then be eligible to 
receive tax benefits over the duration of the 10-year contract. 

You must pay taxes and be 
up to date on your taxes to 
apply 

Contract is for a minimum 
of ten years. 

Owner or the City
may terminate the contract, 
termination means the 
contract will be nullified 
after the initial ten year 
period is concluded

If the contract is breached, 
the county collects a penalty 
of 12% of the fair market 
value of home

Transfer of ownership to the 
property includes transfer
of Mills Act contract 
obligations

Your property can have no 
outstanding Code violations

You must maintain 
ownership of the property 
during the application 
process

16 It takes 16 months for the 
application to be 
processed 

Only properties that are designated Historic Resources are eligible to apply

You must own your property 
to apply 

In order to apply: 

Other contract conditions :

CONTRACT TERMS 
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CITY OF BURBANK
Planning & Transportation Division

Community Services Building
150 North Third Street
Burbank, CA 91502

818.238.5250 voice  818.238.5150 fax

www.burbankusa.com/planning

MORE INFO ?

“The activity which is the subject of this pamphlet has been �nanced in part with Federal funds from the National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, through the California O�ce of Historical Preservation. However, the contents and opinions do not 
necessarily re�ect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior or the California O�ce of Historic Preservation, nor does 
mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation by the Department of the Interior 
or the California O�ce of Historic Preservation.”

“This program receives Federal �nancial assistance for identi�cation and protection of historic properties. Under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1694, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1793, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. 
Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin disability or age in its federally 
assisted programs.  If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if 
you desire further information, please write to:  O�ce of Equal Opportunity, National Park Service, 1894 C Street, N.W. Washington, 
D.C. 20240.”


